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WHAT’S 
NEW?

Regenerative Agriculture is a system of farming principles and practices 
that increases biodiversity, enriches soils, improves watersheds, and 
enhances ecosystem services to capture carbon in soil and above 
ground biomass, reversing current global trends of atmospheric 
accumulation. 

At the same time, it offers increased yields, resilience to climate 
instability, and higher health and vitality for farming and ranching 
communities. The system draws from decades of scientific and applied 
research by the global communities of organic farming, agroecology, 
Holistic Management, and agroforestry. 

Carol Hays is CEO of The Strategic Collaborative Group, one of the 
founding members of a group-of-groups called Regenerate Illinois.

What unites all of the member groups is a collective mission to fundamentally transform 
the entire food system from the ground up: “To cultivate an equitable food system that 
empowers Illinois communities to create local food options that are nutritious, viable for 
farmers, and regenerate Illinois’ precious soil, water, and wildlife”. 

The eleven organizations involved believed they could achieve that mission more 
effectively by working as a collaborative of groups, while each group retained its own 
identity and function. They wrote a charter and established a strategy to move forward. 
But after working together for a period of time, there was a sense the collaborative 
wasn’t working as well as they’d hoped. Carol observed: “There was this growing 
awareness that we were not together making the progress that we needed to make, 
even as we had come together and created this thing called Regenerate Illinois.”

Regenerated Soil

Each member group has its own mission around the theme of regenerative agriculture—such as teaching regenerative farming 
methods, developing local food systems, protecting soil and water, or finding new ways to finance farmers who want to change 
the way they work on the land.

Carol Hays

So, Carol and her colleagues engaged Prosocial facilitators David Sloan Wilson and Alan Honick to work with Regenerate Illinois. 
Though the Prosocial process has been used primarily to work with groups of individuals, it can just as well be applied to groups 
of groups. This past December, David and Alan facilitated a day and half workshop in Champaign, Illinois with representatives 
from each group and continued the process through a series of Zoom meetings into 2020. Based on its success, Carol is planning 
to use Prosocial in her work with other groups, as well as continuing to use it with Regenerate Illinois.  

In summing up the group’s experience working on CDP 1, Carol said, “What that session did was reaffirm for everyone why we’re 
together to begin with. And why we’re better together. Why we’re stronger together. What it also revealed though is what it 
takes – not just alignment of work, but actually a connected community, a way to build community. People have to feel like 
they’re part of a community. And they have to feel like they’re welcome in the community. That’s what Prosocial is. A reflection of 
how communities work well together.”  Thanks, Carol. We agree.

— Prosocial Development Team

mailto:editor@prosocial.world?subject=Better%20Together
https://www.regenerateillinois.org/


New groups are forming all the time, so if you haven’t 
been to www.prosocial.world lately, check it out! 

A newly formed group is dedicated to advancing the 
value of Prosocial in schools. Schools are groups of 
people with the shared aims of helping youth develop 
the social-emotional and academic skills to thrive in the 
world they are entering.  How these groups work 
together within their own school community, and how 
school communities might work together around the 
world will be a key determinant of their success. Our 
Prosocial Schools group welcomes everyone with a 
concern for helping school communities achieve these 
aims.  

It is a public group. All are welcome to join and 
discussions are visible to the public. 

The group’s primary form of communication is happening 
through a mailing list, so you can sign up here to keep in 
the loop on upcoming meetings, news and 
opportunities! Join today!

The next session, Acting on Shared Purpose 
in Complex Systems, will be held on July 9th 
6:00 p.m. US / EST July 10th 8:00 a.m. AUS /
AEST! 

Presenters: 

       Dr. Paul Atkins 
       Dr. Robert Styles 

Don’t worry if you can’t make it! Webinar 
slides and recordings will always be available 
at Prosocial.world in 24-48 hours after each 
session. 

Check your inbox in the next          
week for details & registration!

The Next Webinar 
is coming soon!

SHARE YOUR PROSOCIAL STORY!  
Click here if you’d like to be featured in the Member Spotlight.
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PROSOCIAL 
PROJECTS

Please click here and let us know how 
you’re using Prosocial.  

We’d love to spotlight your project!

MEMBER 
SPOTLIGHT

Stuart Libman, M.D.  
Child, Adolescent & Family Psychiatrist

Let us know what you want to know!  

Please click here to send us comments, questions, and feedback.

Dr. Stuart Libman works as the Medical Director  
of the PLEA School-Based Partial Hospital, a program  
that serves a population of children and youth with diagnoses on the 
Autistic Spectrum and their families (https://plea-agency.org/).  

Over the past twenty years, PLEA has woven principals of Applied 
Behavior Analysis (ABA), Relational Frame Theory (RFT) and 
Acceptance and Commitment Therapy (ACT) into the fabric of its 
clinical and educational services. More recently, PROSOCIAL has 
been incorporated into the organization’s administrative operations. 
PLEA also has developed its ACT Institute to provide consultation 
and training to families, schools, and mental health agencies 
throughout Western Pennsylvania.

As an organizational consultant and a Peer Reviewed ACT Trainer of 
the Association of Contextual Behavioral Science (ACBS), Dr. Libman 
has been introducing PROSOCIAL to behavior analytic audiences. He 
delivered an invited presentation in March at the (online) Annual 
Conference of the California Association of Applied Behavior Analysis 
(CalABA) entitled Functional Analysis with the ACT Matrix across 
Contexts: From Individuals to Groups to Organizations. He also served 
as discussant in late May for a symposium entitled ACTions Speak 
Louder than Words: The Vast Utility of Acceptance and Commitment 
Therapy in ABA Agencies at the (online) Annual Conference of the 
Association for Behavior Analysis International (ABAI).  

He is looking forward to co-leading an intermediate and advanced 
skills Prosocial Workshop at the (online) ACBS World Conference this 
coming July. You can reach Dr. Libman here.

http://www.prosocial.world/home
https://www.prosocial.world/groups/prosocial-schools
http://www.prosocial.world/home
mailto:editor@prosocial.world?subject=Please%20Feature%20Me!
mailto:editor@prosocial.world?subject=I'm%20using%20Prosocial!
https://plea-agency.org/
mailto:stuartlibmanmd@gmail.com

