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Please contact Managing Editor, here if you’re interested in contributing to this publication.

WHAT’S 
NEW?

We hope you marked a happy new year. We also know that 
many in the world are hoping for a brighter future. The 
problems facing us today - from the local to the global - have 
led to an increasing awareness of our fragility as human 
beings, the legacy of widespread historic inequities, and our 
need to somehow catalyze positive cultural change that will 
lead us to adaptive solutions instead of more problems.

Dear Friends of PW,

Major Grant Pending in 2022: A $3.1 MM grant from the John Templeton Foundation has been approved, beginning 
in March 2022 and extending for 33 months, pending signing of the final contract. The project is titled “Developing a 
Field Approach to Cultural Evolution” and will greatly enhance all phases of PW’s mission, including scientific research, 
training, and of course the development of field sites around the world. Many readers of this newsletter were involved 
in the development of the proposal and we look forward to your involvement moving forward. What a great way to 
start 2022! 

Listening Tour: We’ve engaged many of you on a “listening tour” to better understand the needs of the worldwide 
community we hope to steward and serve. In order to better reach prospective diverse and non-WEIRD audiences, we 
are reevaluating our timing for our final and third cycle of surveys. If you have not joined the tour, please consider 
doing so by sharing your email address and a little bit about your background. All participants will receive a special 
report of our findings.

With this historic dynamic in mind, in 2021 Prosocial World began to plant the seeds for a consciously evolving 
world that works for all - for diverse stakeholders in diverse contexts. In 2022, with your help, we look forward to 
nurturing these efforts and watching them take root:

Introduction to Prosocial World Online Experience  

PW co-founders Paul Atkins and David Sloan Wilson are developing a 2-hr "Introduction to Prosocial World" 
online experience to be offered to groups of 25. The format will allow ample time for participants to get to 
know each other and explore opportunities for engagement. The first will be offered on January 18, 
2:30-4:30PM Eastern US time, which should allow participation in most time zones. Be among the first to get a 
personal introduction from Paul and David and to explore your own opportunities for engagement! Sign up 
here

http://www.prosocial.world
mailto:hello@prosocial.world?subject=Better%20Together
https://airtable.com/shrzlsmS0BFPePKxh
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfpjBhL1s1wAd2HPvVW6c4q9ZTGHGUEo8_gheWoeW5ZzC9hQQ/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfpjBhL1s1wAd2HPvVW6c4q9ZTGHGUEo8_gheWoeW5ZzC9hQQ/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfpjBhL1s1wAd2HPvVW6c4q9ZTGHGUEo8_gheWoeW5ZzC9hQQ/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfpjBhL1s1wAd2HPvVW6c4q9ZTGHGUEo8_gheWoeW5ZzC9hQQ/viewform?usp=sf_link


PROSOCIAL 
SCHOOLS TRAINING NEWS

Let us know what you want to know!  

Please click here to send us comments, questions, and feedback.
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Unity in Diversity 
Prosocial is not a monolithic worldview, but 
rather a perspective about the role of science in 
informing patterns and processes for connecting 
on what matters, even when we don’t all share 
the same worldview. At the heart of our work is a 
practical method for positive change that must 
resonate with diverse groups in diverse contexts 
to be effective on a planetary scale. Please read 
our draft Unity in Diversity statement to preview 
our framing of this critically important dynamic 
and add your feedback. 

Since Paul Atkins convened a small, international 
group in April 2020, we have slowly and steadily 
created a vibrant (if small) network within 
Prosocial World. Please enjoy this short slide 
deck [link] for an overview of our development 
and initiatives.  

In 2022 we anticipate that unity in diversity will 
be a critically important dynamic to understand 
and cultivate as we seek to be globally relevant 
and meaningfully impactful - beyond our 
predominately WEIRD, white, and cis-gender 
male origins. Unity in diversity will build on 
proequity. It will also need to include an 
understanding of moral psychology as we seek 
to support a field site and research ecosystem 
that is dedicated to generalized problem solving 
across a diversity of self-identified aims. In this 
context, we predict that schools will likely serve 
as key catalysts for a transferable understanding 
and application of the science of Prosocial. 

Do you share our passion for supporting 
schools? Get involved:  

* Consider joining our newsletter where we 
shine a spotlight on network members, 
partnerships and opportunities.  

* Join us January 25th, 2022 at the 
#LearningPlanet Festival. Hosted by our 
friends at the Learning Planet Institute, our 
workshop title is Learning that Transfers: 
Exploring a New Approach for a Learning 
Planet. 

Proequity 

“Consciously evolving a world that works for all” will require a 
superordinate, global identity. The Prosocial ARC process has this 
potential, and it’s practitioners have high hopes that it will foster 
cooperation and collaboration between subgroups with different 
interests, identities, and cultures. But these outcomes are much 
more elusive when huge differences in power and status exist. 
Studies have found, for instance, that in the context of mixed high-
power (majority) and low-power (minority) groups, a superordinate 
identity alone (CDP1) that does not acknowledge subgroup 
differences in power/status (related to CDP2 & CDP8) actually 
increases between-group bias. 

Last fall we embarked on a learning journey with Ayo Magwood, 
founder and principal of Uprooting Inequity, and began the process 
of centering inequity in our work. With Ayo’s help, we are looking at 
ways to address different variations in subgroup relations. For 
example, research suggests that “dual identification” or ”dual 
categorization” with both a shared superordinate identity and 
nested subgroup identities is more effective than just a shared 
superordinate identity alone. 

Please enjoy this detailed overview of Ayo’s presentation. To join in 
the learning journey, please contact Peter Bullock at 
peter.bullock@prosocial.world. 

Prosocial Schools Updates 

mailto:hello@prosocial.world
mailto:hello@prosocial.world?subject=Newsletter%20Feedback
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1CwwxTWBGvOO5oqr0SuVOLx7eJgR8ROLu35HLAuKXsJA/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1CwwxTWBGvOO5oqr0SuVOLx7eJgR8ROLu35HLAuKXsJA/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1CwwxTWBGvOO5oqr0SuVOLx7eJgR8ROLu35HLAuKXsJA/edit?usp=sharing
https://landing.mailerlite.com/webforms/landing/z3k3f8
https://learning-planet.org/en/festival
https://www.linkedin.com/in/ayo-magwood-01167b40/
https://uprootinginequity.com/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1X-50oFc394T7pT06-dxfPYJM3U8neO71/view?usp=sharing


EXAMINED LIVES 
DISCUSSION GROUP TVOL 

Let us know what you want to know!  

Please click here to send us comments, questions, and feedback.
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Weaponized Stories 
Date and Time: Thursday, Jan. 20th, 
12-1pm ET (4-5pm UTC) 

Link: https://forms.gle/N2ZWRD4Sxm9Qhj3m7 

Human beings have a powerful affinity for 
stories. We find good stories seductive, 
captivating, even spellbinding. And narratives 
move us in ways rational argument can’t. The 
emerging science of story speaks to narrative’s 
exceptional power to shape minds. In ancient 
Greece, Plato watched seductive stories 
derange his fellow Athenians; he went on to 
argue that the wisest among us must regulate 
the power of story, lest they inflame passions 
that tear society asunder. In our time, 
propagandists use false narratives and internet 
connectivity to delude millions: Biden stole 
the election, Climate change is a hoax, Big 
Pharma is injecting microchips in its vaccines. 
What are these but simple, seductive stories? 
Stories that lack an evidential basis but spread 
anyway because they appeal to emotional 
needs? What must we understand about 
stories to prevent them from deranging us all? 

Care to explore a bit beforehand? Start 
here by clicking these titles: 

1. The Story Paradox: How Our Love of 
Storytelling Builds Societies and Tears 
Them Down By Jonathan Gottschall  

2. The Storytelling Animal: How Stories 
Make Us Human Also by Jonathan 
Gottschall  

3. The Age of Weapqnized Narrative or, 
Where Have You Gone, Walter Cronkite? 
By Braden Allenby  

4. How can we use the ‘science of stories’ 
to produce persuasive scientific stories? 
By Michael D. Jones & Deserai Anderson 
Crow

Edward O. Wilson, who passed away at the age of 92 on 
December 26, 2021, is widely recognized as a giant of the Arts 
and Sciences. I include the Arts because Wilson regarded the 
creative dimension of science as an artistic endeavor, worked 
toward unifying the Arts and Sciences, and wrote beautifully for 
the general public, resulting in two Pulitzer prizes for nonfiction 
and one novel.  

Wilson’s stature is so great, and reflections on his legacy upon 
his death are so numerous, that another reflection might seem 
unnecessary. The purpose of my reflection, however, is to make 
a novel point: Wilson left at least six legacies, which need to be 
combined to fully realize his vision. Combining the legacies of 
Edward O. Wilson requires first identifying them separately and 
then integrating them with each other.  

The six legacies are:  

1) His contributions to evolutionary biology.  
2) His contributions to the conservation of biodiversity.  
3) His contributions to a sociobiology that includes humans.  
4) His contributions to the unification of knowledge.  
5) His encouraging stance toward young scientists and other 

learners.  
6) The new frontier that he was working on at the time of his 

death was ecosystems.

What’s New at This View of Life?

Click Here to read this and other articles on This View of Life.
Hope to see you Thursday, Jan. 
20th, 12-1pm ET (4-5pm UTC)

The Six Legacies of Edward O. Wilson

A Climate of Change: To Combat Global Warming, We 
Need to Break the Law

We must become law-breakers to respond to the climate 
emergency. Human-induced climate warming has already gone 
beyond the point of no return; its effects can now only be 
mitigated and managed in order to protect human beings and 
those aspects of the planet’s current flora, fauna, and 
ecosystems that can still be saved. But even to do this – to 
mitigate and manage – we have to be law-breakers.

mailto:hello@prosocial.world?subject=Newsletter%20Feedback
mailto:hello@prosocial.world
https://forms.gle/N2ZWRD4Sxm9Qhj3m7
https://smile.amazon.com/Story-Paradox-Storytelling-Builds-Societies/dp/1541645960/ref=sr_1_1?crid=VI6ZNKYOF8WN&keywords=the+story+paradox&qid=1639695341&sprefix=the+story+paradox,aps,88&sr=8-1
https://smile.amazon.com/Story-Paradox-Storytelling-Builds-Societies/dp/1541645960/ref=sr_1_1?crid=VI6ZNKYOF8WN&keywords=the+story+paradox&qid=1639695341&sprefix=the+story+paradox,aps,88&sr=8-1
https://smile.amazon.com/Story-Paradox-Storytelling-Builds-Societies/dp/1541645960/ref=sr_1_1?crid=VI6ZNKYOF8WN&keywords=the+story+paradox&qid=1639695341&sprefix=the+story+paradox,aps,88&sr=8-1
https://smile.amazon.com/Storytelling-Animal-Stories-Make-Human/dp/0544002342/ref=sr_1_1?crid=21D8SEPYATE1B&keywords=the+storytelling+animal&qid=1639695396&sprefix=the+storytelling+animal,aps,68&sr=8-1
https://smile.amazon.com/Storytelling-Animal-Stories-Make-Human/dp/0544002342/ref=sr_1_1?crid=21D8SEPYATE1B&keywords=the+storytelling+animal&qid=1639695396&sprefix=the+storytelling+animal,aps,68&sr=8-1
https://www.proquest.com/openview/3cfe201b656e030110c2dff1f3f2cd5f/1?pq-origsite=gscholar&cbl=32581
https://www.proquest.com/openview/3cfe201b656e030110c2dff1f3f2cd5f/1?pq-origsite=gscholar&cbl=32581
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41599-017-0047-7
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41599-017-0047-7
https://thisviewoflife.com/the-nexus-between-evolution-and-climate-change-introduction/
https://thisviewoflife.com/
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PROSOCIAL 
SPIRITUALITY SPOTLIGHT

Let us know what you want to know!  

Please click here to send us comments, questions, and feedback.
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Collaboration Spotlight 

Science of the Noosphere Video 
Conversations: A 25-part series of video 
conversations titled “The Science of the 
Noosphere” is nearing completion, thanks to 
support from Human Energy, a nonprofit 
organization founded by Ben Kacyra. Ben was 
profoundly influenced by the French 
paleontologist and Jesuit priest Pierre Teilhard 
de Chardin (1881-1955), who was one of the first 
to appreciate the importance of human cultural 
evolution. The term “noosphere” refers to the 
mental dimension of human society, which 
began at a small scale and has been expanding 
throughout human history, perhaps becoming a 
global consciousness in the future.  

The Science of the Noosphere project seeks to 
update Teilhard’s vision in a series of 
conversations between PW president David 
Sloan Wilson and scientific experts. The arc of 
the conversations is truly panoramic—from the 
evolution of the universe, to the origin of life and 
major biological transitions, to the origin of 
humans and the last 10,000 years of human 
history, and the future of the Internet Age. 
David’s guests include Brian Swimme, Terry 
Deacon, Francis Heylighen, Lesley Newson and 
Peter Richerson, Peter Turchin and Daron 
Acemoglu, Kevin Kelly, and even the science 
fiction writers David Brin and PJ Manning. 
David’s partner in producing the conversations is 
the videographer Alan Honick, who has been 
part of PW since its inception and has developed 
a deep understanding of the issues in addition 
to his filmmaking skills. Now that a modern 
scientific foundation for the concept of the 
noosphere has been established, the next step is 
to produce a documentary for a general 
audience.

TRT Research Initiative Is Underway 
Prosocial Spirituality continues to emphasize inner transformation 
on both personal and collective levels as a potentially crucial 
element of humankind’s intentional evolution toward greater 
prosociality.  

In mid-November, the first two cohorts of the Templeton Religion 
Trust (TRT) research initiative completed an eight-week training co-
facilitated by Kate Sheehan Roach and Diane Berke. Sixteen of the 
eighteen participants opted to take part in a research plan 
designed by Paul Atkins and Ian MacDonald, and all eighteen 
participants engaged in twice-weekly surveys prompting them to 
reflect and report on their experience in real time. Perhaps as 
significant as the data collected is the way regular participation in 
the research element seems to increase participants’ level of 
engagement with the course. Indeed, we may be seeing the 
beginnings of an elegant symbiosis between the training and the 
research initiative.  

The first two cohorts are comprised of two extraordinarily 
committed groups, both of which include leadership, staff, and 
volunteers from the Charter for Compassion, an international non-
profit inspired by 2008 TED prize winner Karen Armstrong. 
Seventeen of the eighteen participants intend to continue their 
study of Prosocial Spirituality, as they plan a deeper dive into the 
material and begin to develop a toolkit by which to engage the 
Charter’s global network.  

Another pair of equally interesting cohorts is currently assembling. 
The first is comprised of three distinct groups, each of which 
includes members of retreat center leadership/staff. The COVID era 
has been especially challenging for organizations for which in-
person spiritual retreats are central, and so, these three groups are 
eager to come together for this tandem training. The second is 
comprised of twelve individuals who have been invited to 
participate in the TRT training as part of an ongoing Prosocial 
Spirituality group that will continue as an experimental community 
after the eight-week training is complete.  

Prosocial Spirituality offers groups a highly applicable framework 
designed to deepen the vertical dimension of spiritual 
development and broaden the horizontal dimension of social 
cohesion. And, as more Prosocial Spirituality groups begin to 
employ this hybrid framework, we may begin to explore how the 
intersection of the vertical and horizontal dimensions influences 
prosociality.

mailto:hello@prosocial.world?subject=Newsletter%20Feedback
mailto:hello@prosocial.world
https://humanenergy.io/projects/science-of-the-noosphere/
https://humanenergy.io/projects/science-of-the-noosphere/
https://humanenergy.io/projects/science-of-the-noosphere/
https://humanenergy.io/projects/science-of-the-noosphere/
https://humanenergy.io/
https://courses.prosocial.world/courses/prosocial-spirituality-01
https://charterforcompassion.org/
https://charterforcompassion.org/about1/karen-armstrong

